Lesson No. (40)

The Wisdom of
Solomon

References:
1 Kings 3:16-27.
Explanation of 1 Kings- Sporting - S. George Church - Sporting

Notes for Servants

* How smart Solomon's request wasl He did not desire wedlth. He did not want the heads of his
enemies. He only asked for wisdom. Examine the types of your requestsand concerns, arethey
spiritud or according to the desires of the flesh?

* Wisdom is necessary for the spiritud road, and for everyday life. Pray the Lord, the Father of
Lights, to grant you wisdom that you may gain your eternd life,

* St. Anthony taught hisdisciplesthat wisdomand separationare the most important virtues. Prayer,
fadting, abstinence, and the life of poverty, and charity without separation can destroy maninstead
of rescuing him if they are practised with pride and haughtiness.

Objectives

General: Tolearnto bewise.

Specific:

The children will be adleto ...

A. Understand the meaning of wisdom, and how we canlose everything if we do not have
it.
B. Know that wisdom is a gift from God, we should pray for it.
C. Bdievethat if we have wisdom, we have everything.

Bible Verse
" The fear of the Lord is the beginning of Wisdom "
(Psam 111:10)
Teaching Aids
Teacher to prepare his own.

Instruction
(1) Review last week's lesson.
(2) Who remembers the verse?
(3) Remind the children about the church occasions for the coming week.
(4) Teacher should prepare the appropriate questions to emphasize the objectives during the




lesson.

Story Time

Solomon became king after David hisfather died. (Describe how he was enthroned...) He went
to Gibeon to pray and ask the Lord to give imthe grace of work. The Lord appeared to him and asked
what he wanted to be given.

(Conversation between the Lord and Solomon.)
Hedid not ask for wealth or the death of hisenemies or along life but he asked for wisdom.) The
Lord was pleased and gave him everything. He began his rule with wisdom. Everyone noticed it and
thanked the Lord for their King.

Oneday, two women came and presented themsdavesbefore King Solomon. They wereweeping.
They complained. They wereliving in the same house. They gave birthto two baby boys. Onenight this
woman accidentaly rolled over onher baby and smotheredit... "She got up during the night, took my son
from my sde while | was adegp and carried himto her bed... then she put the dead child in my bed. The
next morning when | woke up and was going to feed my baby, | saw that it was dead. | screamed.”
(Describe the mother's fedings) "1 looked at it more closdly and saw that it was not my child. Thisisyour
son, whereis my son? No, this is my son..” (Describe the fedings of the real mother, and their quarrel)
The fase mother said that the living baby was hers. The people sanding were lisening in amazement.
How will this problem be solved? What will the king do? He will prove the truth of this woman's words
or that woman'swords. They were al perplexed, tears through the discussion.

The king raised hisheart to the Lord and prayed for wisdom. He sent for asword and when it was
brought he said, "Cut the living child in two and give eschwomanhdf of it." Thered mother, her heart full
of love for her son, said to the king, "Please your Mgesty, don't kill the child: Giveittoher." Butthefdse
mother said, "Don't give it to ether of us, go ahead and cut it in two." (Describe the fedings of the red
mother and the indifference of the false mother)... Then Solomon said, "Dont kill the child! Giveittothe
fird woman, sheisits red mother." When the people of Isragl heard of Solomon's decision, they weredl
filled with deep respect for him, because they knew that God had given him the wisdom to settle disputes
farly. They sad, "The Lord gives wisdom to anyone who asksfor it."

Discussion
1 - Follow up the story by talking about it with the children.
2 - Continue the discussion while they do the activity.

L earning Activities
Activity Shest.




