Lesson No. ( 28)

JOHN THE BAPTIST

Refer ences:
Luke 1, Matthew 11, 4.

Notes for Servants

* The Baptist wasamodd of Chrigtian modesty so the Lord prised him saying: Among those born
of women there has risen no one grester than John the Baptis.

* The Baptist was holy and righteous, so Herod was afraid of him... Modesty and holiness are the
way of greatness.

* The Baptist bore witness to truth without showing anger, without defaming othersor injuring their
fedings.. He gpoketo the king and gently reproached him with love for he wanted to rescue him.
He was ready to die for others.

Objectives

General: Chrigtian courage.

Specific:

The children will be gbleto

A. Know how saints become an image of the Lord in thelr lives.
B. Understand that Chrigtianity is not only coming to church Sunday, but itisadaily lifewe
haveto live
C. Learn how to live as Chridtians everyday.

Bible Verse
" For Herod feared John, knowing that he was a just man and an holy. "
(Mark 6:20)

Teaching Aids
The pictures of John the Baptist carrying his head on a plate.

Instruction
(1) Review last week's lesson.
(2) Who remembers the verse?
(3) Remind the children about the church occasions for the coming week.
(4) Teacher should prepare the appropriate questions to emphasize the objectives during the
lesson.
(5) Discuss the story of the Baptist with the pupils asit iswell known to them.




Story Time

Zachariahand Elizabethwere righteous people. They lived good livesin God'ssight. They prayed
to the Lord that He might givethemason. They werevery old... Zachariahwasapriest. (hisclothes, his
work... the rituds inthetemple, hymns Psalms, sacrifices, prayers, confessonof sns) Heawaysprayed...
One day hewasdoing hiswork as a priest inthe Temple... Anangd of the Lord gppeared to him standing
on the right of the altar. The crowd of people were outside praying. (Describe the angd and the
surprise)... They spoketogether. (Lively conversationfromtheBible). The peopleoutsdewere surprised
a hisslence. They kept slent and looked to one another... "Why ishelate? ... Ishe dead?.. standing,
he came out and they asked him. He made sgns to them with hishands. He had seenavison. They dl
waited to see the meaning of that vision and the mystery of that wonderful expected baby.

Days passed... Old Elizabeth gave birth to ababy... All the people were surprised... they were
happy... The neighbours cameto congratulate... What will his name be? They asked his mother and she
sad, "John"... They refused that name asit did not apped to them... They asked Zachariah... He wrote
"John" ... They wereamazed... Hespokeagain... They joy becamedouble... strangethings... Zachariah
spoke about the child... Heisan angd sent by the Lord, before He sent His Only Begotten Son Jesus
Chrigt, to pave the way for Him... happiness... joys... The boy grew up and Herod desired to kill him...
The angd took the boy to the wilderness with the angels.

He grew up and was now thirty years old. People were gtting on Jordan Bank... "Thisman is
putting alegther girdle round hiswais.. Who is this? a stranger? Who are you?' "l am avoice crying."
They knew he was the Baptist and that he wasto come before Christ... They dl gatheredtoligentohim...
"Hiswords are likefire" He reproached people for their ans... They al wept. They asked him, "What
mustwe do?" Traders, soldiers, officids... and he guided them... Hewho confessed hissinsand repented
was baptised in the Jordan... He said to the people: "Christ will baptise you with the Holy Spirit.”

One day the Lord Jesus came and he saw Him and said, "Thisisthe Lamb of God... Thisisthe
Son of God..." People were happy to see Chrigt. Christ was baptised. The voice and the dove... Jesus
went to the wildernessto spend the time of fasting... Theking heard of John... He called him and listened
to him... Hefeared him because he was aholy man. John warned him... he drew hisattention to hissin...
he married his brother's sster while his brother is till dive.. Herodias was a wicked woman... she
encouraged him to do evil. John sad, "Thisisnaot lawful..." Theking desired her and she hated John...
One day the king held aparty... Her daughter danced... The king was drunk. His promise... she asked
for John'shead. Hewasobligedtokill him... Thusthe Baptist went up to heaven... Thewitnessthat Christ
boreto himisenough for im. "Among those born of women, there has risen no one greater than John the
Baptist."

Exercise: Be brave - If you are asked to bear witness, say the truth whatever the consequences.

Discussion
1 - Follow up the story by talking about it with the children.
2 - Continue the discussion while they do the activity.

L earning Activities
Activity Shest.




