Lesson No. (5)
God caresfor Gideon in hiswars.

References
Judges 6& 7.

Notes for Servants

* It is clear that when the ancient people kept far from the Lord, the Lord humiliated them through
heavy servitude. This gppliesto our spiritud life ... but when we cry to the Lord, He saves us.

* Contemplate the words of God " Go in this might of yours' ..Which " might" He does
mean? Of course he means the might of holy zed and Gideon’s concern in savation.

* The Lord blesses the little that we offer and saves us. Let us offer him our effort, patience and
good works and he will sanctify usand grant us hisgrace and he will give us power so that we may
preach his name and make his works known everywhere.

Objectives
General: To ensure the child that God cares for im and protects him from danger so he must not be
afraid.
Specific:
The children will be gbleto
A. understand that God is everywhere and protect his children.
B. beieve in the power of God His control over dl things.
C. fed save aslong as they bdieve in God.

Bible Verse
" 1f God be for us, who can be against us? "
(Romans 8:31)
Teaching Aids
1. Fdt figure and flannd board.
2. Video.

Introduction
(1) Review last week's lesson.
(2) Who remembers the verse?
(3) Remind the children about the church occasions for the coming week.




Story Time

Gideon was a great ,man who had a great persondity. He is of the great men of the Old
Tesament. Helived in the tenth century B.C. He was one of the ancient people. At that time they had
powerful enemies called the Midianites... The Midianites endaved them and were crud to them... The
ancient people suffered a lot. They sowed and regped and the Midianites came upon them in severe
attacks like locusts. They looted them and killed them and the people ran away in great horror, as soon
as they saw them. The people of God built tombs, strongholds and caves to hide themsdlves from ther
enemies who dole thar crops and animas. This Stuation continued for seven years, during which the
people of God suffered severdy. What should be done? Would they fight the Midianites? They had no
amy. Should they build up an aamy? They had no king, no chief, not a leader.... Everything caused
sadness.. What should be done? They cried to God with dl their hearts. ™Y oubrought our fathersout of
the land of Egypt and gave themvictory over Pharaoh... O Lord, save your servants.... We are degply in
grief.

Come and ddliver us..." They prayed every day, inhouses, inmeetings, and everywhere... They prayed the
Lord to save them from their enemies..Did not you say to us'The Lord will fight for you™ ?

The sevenyearspassed ... One day, ayoung mancaled Gideonwasthreshing somewheat secretly
so that the Midianites would not see m. He worked hard but he looked here and there out of fear.
Suddenly, amanappeared before imand said, "The L ord iswith you, you mighty man of vaour" Gideon
was agtonished... "Whoisthat man? hethought. "He may betheange of theLord..." Gideonwasthinking
of the sad case of his people so he said to the angd. "If the Lord iswith us, how can this hgppen to us, my
Lord?Wasn'tthe Lord withour fatherslong ago? Didn't the Lord say to us, If God isfor us, whoisagainst
us?.. the men said,"Go and ddliver the people. Gideon smiled and was amazed. He said, "Who am | to
ddiver the people? | am aweak man and my family ispoor... Whoam 1? The Lord sad to him, "l will
be with you... and we will strike the Midianites asoneman. "The Lord sad, "If God is for us, who is
agang us?' Gideon did not believe himsdlf... was he dreaming or was hein redity? He was sure that he
was not dreaming and began to think.

ThenGideonsad to the angd, "Wait, | want you to give me asign... “Gideonwent inand brought
asacrificeand put it onthe rock... The manstretched his hand and touched the sacrificewithhisstaff... Fire
immediatdy came out of the rock and burnt the sacrifice... Gideonwas surethat it wasthe Lord so he kndt
down and bowed to the ground and said, "Lord, what shall | do now?’” And the angd said, "Take your
amy and fight the Midianties and don't forget. "If God isfor us, who is againgt us?'

Gideon went back home. He was amazed and happy... Hetold hisfamily, his neighbours and his
relatives about what happened. All people knew that the Lord chose Gideon... They rgoiced... They dl
asked him about the story and he repested it over and over again saying: "Pray and thank the Lord.”
Gideon blew the trumpet... people gathered... He asked them to go with him to fight.. They dl sad, "We
shdl go withyouand the Lord iswithus. Gideon divided theminto groups... Thenumber wasvery gret...
They were 32,000 men... Then Lord said to Gideon:

- No,... Thisisnot good. - Do you want greater number, Lord?
- How many soldiers are there? - 32,000 of the best men.
- Isthe army ready? Yes, Lord.




- The men you have are too many for me to give them victory over the Midianites. They may think that
they won by themsalvesand so, give meno credit. Announceto the people, "Anyonewho isafraid should
go back home.” Gideon said S0 to the men... Alas dl men except 300 men, returned... Then God will be
angryand wewill be defeated... Gideonwas sad... but the Lord promised himvictory... Have youforgotten
the verse that says"If God isfor us, who is againgt us?'

O Lord, where can wefind weapons?

- Take the three hundred men and divide them into three groups. Let each man have an empty jar and a
lamp. When you blow the trumpet |et them dl breek thejarsand shout, " For the Lord and for Gideon™
- Will this suffice, my Lord? The men are few and this is not awegpon. | am afraid | may be defeated.
- Have you forgotten the verse, " If God isfor us, who isagainst us?"

- Gideonwas ashamed, he took courage as he was sure that the Lord waswithhim. Hewent out with the
troops, he blew the trumpet, then they broke the jars while they were shouting...For God and for
Gideon...The Midianites ran away...They won victory and the Midian was no longer a threet...and the
Isradites lived in peace.

Discussion
1 - Follow up the story by talking about it with the children.
2 - Continue the discussion while they do the activity.

L earning Activities
Activity Shest.




