Lesson No. (1)
Nairouz
ST. Minathe Miracle Maker

References
Synaxarium Hator 15.

Notes for Servants
* In this blessed occasion we remember our fathers the martyrs, how they loved death and offer
themsdlves sacrifice for whom they loved.
* They had faith in thelr hearts in the Resurrection and the eternd life so they had courage to face
death that astonished the unbelievers, which cause many of them to believesin Chrig.
* Aswe light candles for them, as we read their stories and hear about their miracles withlove and
admiration we should try to live their lives and to follow their footsteps.
Objectives
General: Sanding firmin fath till degth.
Specific:
The children will be gbleto
A. conclude the reason that we honouring the saints.
B. tel what should they do to be like them.
C. Deveop the sincerity attitude in declaring faith.

Bible Verse

"For metoliveis Christ, andto dieisgain."
Philippians 1:21
Teaching Aids
A pictureof St. Minashould be set in the class and candles should be fixed beforethe picture. At
the end of the lesson, the boys and girls carry the picture and make a smdl procession and say,
"AXxios, Axios, Axios, AvaMinaintani vaia" i.e. Worthy, Worthy, Worthy St. Mina.

Introduction
(1) Review last week's lesson.
(2) Who remembersthe verse?
(3) Remind the children about the church occasions for the coming week.

Story Time

Long time ago, there was an old mannamed Odexius ruled over agreat city. Hewas akind man,
full of faith, and very rich, but he had no children. So. every day he used to lift his eyestoward the heaven
and pray that God may give him achild. Hiswife Ofomiaaso used to pray warmly and with a stricken
heart. Oneday sheprayed infront of apictureof the Virgin Mary whom sheloved so muchand said : "Oh,
Mother of Saintswho isfull of kindness, if achild isborn unto me | will offer him to the Lord. | will not




keep him to mysdlf." Suddenly she heard asound coming out of the picture saying"Amen.” And she was
certain that Virgin Mary will answer her prayer.

After sometime Virgin Mary sent her agift, truly she sent it to dl of usthrough Odexius and his
Ofomia. Odexius and Ofomia have ababy, they named him Mina. He used to deep in there midst like an
angd, histiny mouth was as sweet as the honeydew, his face and eyes glittered with light. Thelittle child
Minawas like arose planted in the Church, the house of Christ. Fromhis mouth came the sweet amdl of
prayers and praisesto fill the whole place. Hewould enter the Church humbly with eyes lowered to the
floor, because he knew that the Church is the house of God. There he learned and served and partakes
of the holy communion, and there he wanted to stay forever. The boy Minawas fed by the words of our
Lord. He read the Bible with great joy and he tasted the sweetness of every word heread. The words
filled him with wisdom and were the light which gave him direction. He read them with respect, and
knedling down, he would pray and pray late into the night.

When Mina became a young mane he joined the Army. Hewasabrave soldier and ahero. And
the blessings of Christ was shininguponhim. He was very active, had astrong will, and aways succeeded
in everything he did. Hewashonest inhiswork. He defended his country. He wasloved by all because
he loved to help everyone. AsMinawas adifferent soldier. He was shining like a star among hisfellow
soldiers. He never mocked or laughed at othersasthey did, he would tell those who did about our Lord
and commandmentsto us. They al loved and respected him. He entered their heartsand they entered his.
That was because his eyes were smple, his touch was kind, and hiswordswere comforting. Minaloved
Chrigt so much that he would give up everything in the world for him. So he I€ft the Army and the world,
giving dl his money and everything he had to the poor. He went to the wilderness and there he Sarted a
heavenly life. The place was so quiet and Mina prayed, recited hymns, and read in the Bible, and nothing
could stopped him.

One day while Minawas kneding down praying, he saw three crowns in the sky and he heard an
angel saying : " If you spesk about Jesus Christ when you go back to town, you will prove your love of
Christ and you will receive these crowns. When Minaheard these words he returned to town quickly and
with aloud voice he bravely raised his hand and he said to the King, to the Soldiersand to the crowd : "l
ama Chrigian, my home isinheaven not here” The King became very angry and ordered his mento beat
Mina and throw him into thefire. "Scare hm and make him change his faith," he shouted. The soldiers
inflicted severe pain on Mina. They tried money with him and tried to talk him out of his faith. But they
were not successful because he had Jesus Christ ingde him. His heart legped with joy when the soldiers
decided to kill him. In amoment his body rose to heaven, above the clouds. The angels dressed him all
inwhite. They put three crowns upon his head, each crown more beautiful and splendid then the other.
How lucky heid With hiswide, beautiful eyes he sees Chrigt dl thetime.

Discussion
1 - Follow up the story by taking about it with the children.
2 - Continue the discussion while the do the activity.

L earning Activities
Activity Shest.




