Lesson No. (20)
John the Baptist Baptizes Jesus Christ

References:
Matthew 3:13-17.

Notes for Servants

* Itissurprisng that the Lord humbles Himself and empties Himsdf and asks John the Baptist whom
He crested to baptize Him.

* By baptism, we are born anew and we put on the robe of righteousnessand purity whichwelost,
and by Holy Chrism we are established in Chrigt so that we may lead alife of holiness.

* Note how gentle and quiet Jesus was when He talked with John.

Objectives

General: Theeffect of bgptismin our lives.

Specific:

The children will be adleto ...

A. Learn that without baptism we can not enter heaven, and we can not be caled
Chrigtians.,
B. Know that Jesus did not need to be baptise, but to teach us about baptism.
C. Understand the meaning of the Trinity, God the Father in heaven, God the Son in the
water, and God the Holy Spirit as Dove.

Bible Verse

" Thisismy beoved Son, in whom | am well pleased. "
(Matthew 3:17)

Teaching Aids
1. Theiconof baptismsurrounded withcandles. The children carry theicon and go around saying,
"Epiphany feadt, Epiphany feast" while holding candlesin their hands.
2. Video.

Instruction
(1) Review last week's lesson.
(2) Who remembers the verse?
(3) Remind the children about the church occasions for the coming week.




(4) Servant shows the children that the ritua of baptism is performed by immersion three times.
(5) The Epiphany feast is aso cdled the feast of the Divine manifestation, because of the
manifestationof the Holy Trinity. When the servant says, "A voicefromheavensaying, "Thisismy
beloved Son..." He must say the verse with reverence and awe changing the tone of hisvoice so
that the children may know that when we stand in the presence of the Lord, we must stand with
reverence and awe. The servant should advise the parents of the children who have not been
baptized to haste and baptize their children so that they may receive savation and the gifts of the
Holy Spirit.

Story Time
Wheat do you usualy see in the baptism room? How does the priest baptize the children?

John the Baptist baptized people in the River Jordan. “Then went out to him Jerusdlem and dl
Judea and dl the region about the Jordan, and they were baptized by him in the river Jordan, confessing
their ans.” He said to the people, “I baptize you with water for repentance, but He who is coming after
meis mightier than |, whose sandds | am not worthy to carry, He will baptize youwiththe Holy Soirit and
fire”

Then Jesus came from Gdlilee to the Jordan to John the Bapti<, to baptize Him. St. John would
have prevented Him, saying, "l need to be baptized by You, and do You come to me?' But Jesus
answered him, "Let it be so now for thus isit fitting for usto fulfil dl righteousness.” Then, he consented
and they went down into the Jordan.

When Jesus was baptized, He went up immediatdy fromthe water, and behold, the heavens were
opened and He saw the Spirit of God descending like adove, and aighting on Him, and lo, avoice from
heaven saying, "Thisis my Bdoved Son, with whom | am well pleased.”

Discussion
1 - Follow up the story by taking about it with the children.
2 - Continue the discussion while they do the activity.

L earning Activities
Activity Sheet.




