
Lesson No. ( 11 )

The Murmuring of the Israelites
 and Their Punishment

References:
Number 21.

Notes for Servants
i The Lord punished His people for their complains and murmuring.  The Lord sent fiery serpents

among them and the serpents bit the people so that many people of Israel died.  This is to remind
people of their sins. They came to Moses and confessed their sins.

i Many people return to Christ through sickness, afflictions and temptations.  We should thank the
Lord for His love for us.

i The bronze serpent is a symbol of Christ; who died for our sake, "For He made Him who knew
no sin to be sin for us that we might become the righteousness of God in Him."  (2 Corinthians
5:21).

Objectives 
General: The outcome of sin.
Specific:

The children will be able to...
A. Understand the Meaning of complaining.
B. Know that complaining is a sin.
C. Learn that confession is a replacement for the bronze serpent when we sin.

Bible Verse
" He that believeth in me, though he were dead, yet shall he live. "

(John 11:25)

Teaching Aids
Felt figure and flannel board.

Instruction
(1) Review last week's lesson.
(2) Who remembers the verse?
(3) Remind the children about the church occasions for the coming week.



Story Time

From Mount Hor, they set out to the way of the Red Sea, around the land of Edom.  However,
the people became impatient on the way.  The people spoke against God and against Moses.  "Why have
you brought us up out of Egypt to die in the wilderness?  For there is no food and no water, and we do not
like  this worthless food.  Then, the Lord sent fiery serpents among the people and they bit the people, so
that many people of Israel died.  The people came to Moses and said, "We have sinned, for we have
spoken against the Lord and against you.  Pray to the Lord that He take away the serpents from us."  So
Moses prayed for the people.

1. Why did the Lord punish the people?
2. What was the punishment?
3. What did the people do?

The Lord said to Moses, "Make a fiery serpent and set it on a pole and everyone who is bitten,
when he sees it, shall live."  So, Moses made a bronze serpent, and set it on a pole, and if a serpent bit
anyone, he would look at the bronze serpent and live.  The Bible says, "He who believes in me, though he
die yet shall he live."

1. What does the bronze serpent stand for?
2. What should the person bitten by the serpent do in order to recover?
3. Who can say the verse?

Discussion
1 - Follow up the story by talking about it with the children.
2 - Continue the discussion while they do the activity.

Learning Activities
Activity Sheet.


